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IN ADDITION TO THE PLETHORA OF ACADEMIC WORK available on the abuse crisis, we want to
share the following list of short, accessible resources (largely journalism and audio-video media) on the

abuse crisis. Any would make a good basis =or discussion groups among sta: or older students who do not
plan to plunge deeply into the academic literature.

If you need renewed energy for addressing sexual abuse in the church and church institutions:
z� Sam Sawyer, SJ, “Watching ‘Spotlight,” America, November 6, 2015, gssor9..vvv-_ldqhb_l_f_yhmd-

nqf.bnmsdms._kk sghmfr.v_sbghmf ronskhfgs xntmf oqhdrs
z� Sawyer movingly prays to be converted =rom the desire to have the scandal be “over.”

z� Sasha Kleinsorge, Therese Cirner, and Karen Klein Villa, “Clergy Sex Abuse: Why Do We Still Need
to Talk About This?,” Homiletic & Pastoral Review, 2021, gssor9..vvv-goqvda-bnl.1/10./0.bkdqfx rdw 
_atrd vgx cn vd rshkk mddc sn s_kj _ants sghr

If you want a refresher on the basics, or a discussion text for a group or course:
z� Maggie van Dorn, Deliver Us, podcast, America, 2018, gssor9..vvv-_ldqhb_l_f_yhmd-nqf.cdkhudqtr

z� While an 11-part podcast is not a short read, its relatively brie= episodes cover signi4cant his-
torical and present-day ground, including several victim testimonies, in a user-friendly manner.

z� Bradford Hinze, Confronting a Church in Controversy (Paulist, 2022)
z� This short book, which takes the abuse scandal as its core example, is written as a course text for

undergraduates in theology, but would easily adapt to a parish or university discussion group.

If you are involved in administration:
z� Joseph Chinnici,When Values Collide: The Catholic Church, Sexual Abuse, and the Challenges of Leadership (Or-
bis, 2010).

z� This is the odd selection out on this list: it is both an older work, and a book written by an

academic. However, any administrator who has tried to hold together the desire to preserve

institutions and the desire to acknowledge institutional responsibility for the abuse crisis will

4nd its exploration vital.

For an introduction to the dynamics of abuse perpetrated against racial minorities:
z� Associated Press, “Church o:ers little outreach to minority victims o= priests,” January 4, 2020, gssor9..

_omdvr-bnl._qshbkd.tr mdvr _o sno mdvr b_ rs_sd vhqd nq rs_sd vhqd sgd qdbjnmhmf //_6_54137d 
77bbe2d8cbc1a5/43aacb

z� Frontline, The Silence, documentary 4lm, 2011, gssor9..vvv-oar-nqf.vfag.o_fdr.eqnmskhmd.sgd rhkdmbd.
z� “Neglected Voices in the Clergy Sexual Abuse Crisis,” panel discussion hosted by Georgetown’s Initia-
tive on Catholic Social Thought and Public Li=e,” October 2022, gssor9..b_sgnkhbrnbh_ksgntfgs-fdnqfd 
snvm-dct.dudmsr.mdfkdbsdc unhbdr hm sgd bkdqfx rdwt_k _atrd bqhrhr

z� A deeply researched news article on African American victims, a documentary on Native

American victims, and a panel discussion looking more broadly at the issue of racism and sex-

ual abuse: these are three highly accessible entry points to thinking about the abuse crisis in an

intersectional way.

If you want to know more about cutting-edge youth safeguarding methods:
z� Hans Zollner, SJ, “How Is the Catholic Church Sa=eguarding Children? A Perspective A=ter the Re-
cent Developments in Europe,” April 5, 2022, gssor9..m_mnuhb-mc-dct.mdvr.sghr hr ntq qd_k lhmhrsqx 
eq g_mr ynkkmdq r i nm sgd b_sgnkhb bgtqbgr qdronmrd sn sgd rdwt_k _atrd bqhrdr.
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If you are concerned about clergy misconduct against adult employees:
z� Stephen Edward de Weger, “Insincerity, Secrecy, Neutralisation, Harm: Reporting Clergy Sexual Mis-
conduct against Adults—ASurvivor-Based Analysis,”Religions 13, no. 4 (2022), gssor9..cnh-nqf.0/-228/.
qdk02/3/2/8

If your institution participates in mission work:
z� In 2021, Jesuit Volunteer Corps International =ounder TedDziak, SJ, was accused o= abuse by a =ormer
JVC (news article at gssor9..vvv-mnk_-bnl.mdvr._qshbkd:5b08d_73 8db/ 00da ae11 _6ab40c54817-
gslk) In response, JVC posted a variety o= policy updates: gssor9..vvv-idrthsunktmsddqr-nqf.iub mdvr.
iub mdvr qdronmrd sn _ qdbdms _qshbkd _ants rdwt_k _atrd

z� AssociatedPress,“AUSPriest,aPhillippineVillage,andDecadeso= Secrecy,”September9,2019,gssor9..
_omdvr-bnl._qshbkd.oghkhoohmdr tr mdvr _o sno mdvr hmsdqm_shnm_k mdvr bqhld d7b11/8__7033a5b 
8ab526ba153cbe68

z� Together, these cases suggest two potentially harmful dynamics of mission work: in small, in-

tense environments both subordinate mission workers (such as the young JVC) and marginal-
ized, minoritized communities may be especially at risk.

If you want to catch up on developments in academic and other literature
z� Brian Clites, “Breaking Our Silence: A Primer =or Research on Clergy Sexual Abuse,” American Cath-
olic Studies Newsletter, November 2020, gssor9..btrgv_-mc-dct.mdvr.aqd_jhmf ntq rhkdmbd.

z� Clites, whose academic work is on the survivor movement, summarizes the lengthy history of

research on the abuse crisis in multiple 4elds.
z� Massimo Faggioli and Mary Catherine O’Reilly-Gindhart, “A New Wave in the Modern History of

the Abuse Crisis in the Catholic Church: Literature Overview, 2018–2020,” Theological Studies 82, no.
1 (2021): 156-85.

z� Literature reviews date very quickly, but this survey of academic literature in multiple languag-

es in the immediate wake o= 2018’s scandals spots trends, especially literature covering non-US
contexts.
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